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Active Crown Fire When the main surface fire and 
the fire burning in the crowns are moving together 
across the fire front. 
Adaptive Management A type of natural resource 
management that implies making decisions as part of 
an on-going process. Monitoring the results of 
actions will provide a flow of information that may 
indicate the need to change a course of action. 
Scientific findings and the needs of society may also 
indicate the need to adapt resource management to 
new information. 
Alluvial Pertaining to processes or materials 
associated with transportation or deposition by 
running water. 
Appropriate Management Response The response 
to a wildland fire is based on an evaluation of risks to 
firefighter and public safety, the circumstances under 
which the fire occurs, including weather and fuel 
conditions, natural and cultural resource management 
objectives, protection priorities, and values to be 
protected.  The evaluation must also include an 
analysis of the context of the specific fire within the 
overall local, geographic area, or national wildland 
fire situation. 
Aquatic Growing or living in or frequenting water; 
taking place in or on water. 
Aquatic Ecosystem A stream channel, lake or 
estuary bed, the water itself, and the biotic (living) 
communities that occur therein. 
Aspect The direction a slope faces. For example, a 
hillside facing east has an eastern aspect. 
Biological Diversity (Biodiversity) The number and 
abundance of species found within a common 
environment. This includes the variety of genes, 
species, ecosystems, and the ecological processes that 
connect everything in a common environment. 
Biomass 1 - Wood products that may or may not be 
used commercially.  2 - The total weight of all living 
organisms in a biological community. 
Biota The plant and animal life of a particular region. 
Biotic Potential Factors that influence the ability of 
an animal to utilize its environment, including: 
reproductive rates, dispersal ability, habitat and life 
requisite specificity, and adaptability. Combine, these 
factors assign biotic potential of the animal. 
Bole Trunk of a tree. 
Boundary Areas  Margins of different jurisdictions 
or fire management strategies, such as the perimeter 
of Yosemite National Park, or the transition between 
wilderness and non-wilderness areas. 
Buffer Used in the context of GIS; a buffer is a zone 
of a specified distance around a feature. 
Burned Area Rehabilitation The full range of post-
fire activities to rehabilitate and restore fire damaged 

lands, including protection of public health and 
safety. 
Canopy The part of any stand of trees represented by 
the tree crowns. It usually refers to the uppermost 
layer of foliage, but it can be used to describe lower 
layers in a multi-storied forest. 
Collaboration Managers, scientists and citizens 
working together to plan, implement and monitor 
land management activities. The intention is to 
engage people who have information, knowledge, 
expertise and an interest in the health of natural 
ecosystems and nearby communities. 
Condition Class  A classification based on a relative 
measure describing the degree of departure from the 
historical natural fire regime.  See Fire Regime.   
http://www.frcc.gov/docs/FrccDefinitionsFinal.pdf 
Control Burn See Prescribed Fire or Burn. 
Cooperators Federal, state, and local agencies and 
Indian tribes that participate in planning and 
conducting fire management projects and activities. 
Core WUI  Area of wildland urban interface 
delineated by structures and streets adjacent to them. 
Critical Habitat Areas designated for the survival 
and recovery of state or federally listed threatened or 
endangered species. 
Defensible Fuels Profile Zone (DFPZ) See 
Fuelbreak. 
Defensible Space Area around structures needed to 
provide firefighters safe distance to work as wildland 
fire approaches 
Degradation Reduction in quality.  1 - The process 
whereby the water quality and chemical, physical or 
biological integrity of a water body is decreased.  2 - 
Habitat quality can be changed by certain 
management activities. If the quality is reduced then 
habitat degradation has occurred. 
DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact Statement) A 
working document that is released to governmental 
agencies and the general public for review and 
comment. 
Designated Areas A mapped area with an identified 
Desired Condition and specific management direction 
to move toward the Desired Condition. 
Desired Future Conditions (Target Conditions) 
Land or resource conditions that are expected to 
result if goals and objectives are fully achieved. 
Duff   A layer of decomposing organic matter 
beneath fresh needles and leaves 
Early Forest Succession The biotic (or life) 
community that develops immediately following the 
removal or destruction of vegetation in an area. For 
example, grasses may be the first plants to grow in an 
area that was burned.  
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Ecology The interrelationships of living things to one 
another and to their environment, or the study of 
these interrelationships. 
Ecosystem An arrangement of living and non-living 
things and the forces that move them. Living things 
include plants and animals. Non-living parts of 
ecosystems may be rocks and minerals. Weather and 
wildland fire are two of the forces that act within 
ecosystems. 
Ecotone A zone of intergradations between 
ecological communities. 
Ecosystem Sustainability the capacity to maintain 
ecosystem health, productivity, diversity, and overall 
integrity, in the long run, in the context of human 
activity and use. 
Endangered Species Those plant or animal species 
that are in danger of extinction throughout all or a 
significant portion of their range. Endangered species 
are identified by the Secretary of the Interior in 
accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 
1973. 
Endemic An organism that evolved in and is 
restricted to a particular locality. The Yosemite Toad 
found only in the Sierra Nevada region is an 
example. 
Ephemeral Stream Streams that flow only as the 
direct result of rainfall or snowmelt. They have no 
permanent flow. 
Escarpment A long, more or less continuous cliff or 
relatively steep slope produced by erosion or by 
faulting. 
Fauna The animal life of an area. 
Fine Fuels Fuels that ignite readily and are 
consumed rapidly by fire (e.g., cured grass, fallen 
leaves, needles, small twigs less than ¼ inch 
diameter, also referred to as 1-hour fuels). 
Fire Extent The size of the area that burned. 
Fire Frequency A general term referring to the 
recurrence of fire in a given area over time. 
Fire Hazard A fuel complex, defined by volume, 
type, condition, arrangement, and location, that 
determines the degree of ignition and of resistance to 
control. For example, the moisture content of the fuel 
will influence the ability of the fuel to catch and 
sustain fire (degree of ignition) and how difficult it 
will be to control or extinguish the fire (degree of 
control). 
Fire Intensity A physical measure of the flames, in 
British Thermal Units per foot per second 
(BTU/ft/sec).  This information can be generated 
using BEHAVE, a fire behavior prediction computer 
model.  Related to flame length.  
Fire Management Activities Include fire planning, 
fire management strategies, tactics, and alternatives, 
prevention; preparedness, education, and addresses 
the role of mitigation, post-fire rehabilitation, fuels 
reduction, and restoration activities in fire 

management. 
Fire Management Plan (FMP) A strategic plan that 
defines a program to manage wildland fires based on 
an area’s approved land management plan.  Fire 
Management Plans must address a full range of fire 
management activities that support ecosystem 
sustainability, values to be protected, protection of 
firefighter and public safety, public health and 
environmental issues, and must be consistent with 
resource management objectives and activities of the 
area. 
Fire Regime The combination of fire frequency, 
predictability, intensity, seasonality, and extent 
characteristic of fire in an ecosystem.  
http://www.frcc.gov/docs/FrccDefinitionsFinal.pdf 
Fire Return Interval Expressed as a range of years 
or as the arithmetic average (mean fire return 
interval) of all fire intervals in a given area over a 
given time period.   
Fire Return Interval Departure Number of missed 
fire cycles due to fire suppression.  See Condition 
Class. 
Fire Risk See wildland fire risk. 
Fire Severity A measure of fuel consumption and 
effect on vegetation caused by fires of different 
intensity and/or season.  Severity is divided into three 
categories: low, moderate, and high.  Levels of 
severity of any wildland fire are distributed unevenly 
across the landscape.  The variability and pattern of 
fire severity can be critical for establishing some 
species and for the formation of gaps.   
Flora The plant life of an area. 
Floristics The study of a particular association of 
plants or plant communities. 
Focal Species A species of concern. 
Fuel Hazard A fuel complex defined by kind, 
arrangement, volume, condition, and location that 
forms a special threat of ignition and resistance to 
control. 
Fuelbreak A system of linear or mosaic patch 
treatments of forest or shrub vegetation designed and 
treated to reduce fire spread, intensity, and create 
barriers to fire spread. 
Fuel load The amount of combustible material (dead 
plants and trees, litter, and duff) that is found in an 
area. 
Fuels Plants and woody vegetation, both living and 
dead, that are capable of burning. 
Fuels Management The planned manipulation 
and/or reduction of living and dead forest fuels for 
forest management and other land use objectives. 
Fuels Treatment The treatment of fuels that left 
untreated, would otherwise interfere with effective 
fire management or control. For example, prescribed 
fire can reduce the amount of fuels that accumulate 
on the forest floor. 
Fuelwood Wood cut into short lengths for burning in 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

 
AAR After Action Review 
AMR Appropriate Management Response 
APCD Air Pollution Control District 
AQMD Air Quality Management District 
BAER Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation 
BLM Bureau of Land Management  
BMP Best Management Practice 
Btu British Thermal Unit 
CAA Clean Air Act 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
Cfs cubic feet per second 
CO carbon monoxide 
COE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
dB decibel(s) 
dBA decibels on the “A” weighted scale 
DEIS draft Environmental Impact Statement 
DOE U.S. Department of Energy 
DO Director’s Order 
DOI U.S. Department of the Interior 
EA Environmental Assessment 
EIR Environmental Impact Report 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement 
EMFAC Emission Factor  
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
FES Federal Endangered Species Act 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FICN Federal Interagency Committee on Noise 
ft/sec feet per second 
FMU Fire Management Unit 
FONSI finding of no significant impact 
FRID Fire Return Interval Departure 
GACC Geographic Area Coordination Center 
gal. gallons 
GIS geographic information system  
GMP General Management Plan 
Gpd gallons per day 
GSA Government Services Administration 
HVR highly valued resources or high value 

resource 
ID Interdisciplinary team 
IAP Incident Action Plan 
ICS Incident Command System 
JHA Job Hazard Analysis 
IMPROVE Interagency Monitoring of Protected 

Visual Environments 
kWh kilowatt hour 
µg/m3 micrograms/cubic meter 
MIMT Minimum Impact Management Techniques 
MIST Minimum Impact Suppression Techniques 
MMA Maximum Manageable Area 

MOA Memorandum of Agreement 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding 
Mph miles per hour 
NA not applicable 
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act  
NO2 nitrogen dioxide 
NOx nitrogen oxide 
NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service 
NRHP National Register of Historic Places 
NWCG National Wildfire Coordinating Group 
NWI National Wetlands Inventory 
O3 ozone 
ORV Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
PA Programmatic Agreement 
PL Public Law 
PM particulate matter, when used as PM10 or 

PM2.5 
PPE Personal Protective Equipment 
Ppm parts per million 
PSD Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
P total particulate 
ROD Record of Decision 
RPO River Protection Overlay 
RTE rare, threatened, and endangered  
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 
RXB2 Burn Boss Type 2  
SACS Shared Application Computer System 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office (or 

Officer) 
SIP State Implementation Plan 
SO2 sulfur dioxide 
SOF Statement of Findings 
SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board  
TES  threatened and endangered species 
TOG  total organic gases 
TPAC Town Planning Advisory Council 
USC U.S. Code 
USFS U.S. Forest Service 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
USGS U.S. Geological Survey 
UTM Universal Transverse Mercator 
VERP Visitor Experience and Resource Protection 

(framework) 
VOC volatile organic compound 
WFSA Wildland Fire Situation Analysis 
WFIP Wildland Fire Implementation Plan 
WUI Wildland/urban interface
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